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MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL BASCHURCH PARISH COUNCIL 
MEETING HELD ON MONDAY 11th  MAY 2026   

AT BASCHURCH VILLAGE HALL 
   
 Present:    Councillors A Woodthorpe (Chairman)   29 
  R Thomas  
  N Hancocks 
  Mrs W Lowdon 

 R Jones 
 J H Lloyd 
 Mrs P Budgen, 
     F Purell   

    Mrs C Weller 
 N Bardsley  
 Mrs A Howls Clerk.      
 Cllr R Jones Shropshire Council 
 

  Ten members of the public  
  

The Parish Council Meeting commenced at 7.30pm. Cllr A Woodthorpe took the Chair and 
opened the meeting.  

 

 

58/2026 ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN  
 

 Cllr A Woodthorpe was proposed by Cllr N Bardsley and seconded by Cllr N Hancocks           
There were no other proposals. Cllr A Woodthorpe was duly elected as Chairman. 

. 
59/2026 CHAIRMAN’S DECLARATION OF ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE  
 

 Cllr A Woodthorpe duly signed the Declaration of Acceptance of the Office of Chairman. 
This was then countersigned by the Clerk and Councillors. Cllr A Woodthorpe thanked the 
Councillors for the confidence they had showed in him continuing as Chairman.  

 
60/2026 ELECTION OF VICE-CHAIRMAN  
 

 Cllr M Feline was proposed as Vice-Chairman by Cllr A Woodthorpe and seconded by Cllr. 
Mrs C Weller. There were no other proposals and all Councillors were in agreement.  Cllr 
M Feline was duly elected as Vice- Chairman.  

 
61/2026 DECLARATION OF ANY DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY INTEREST IN A MATTER 

TO BE DISCUSSED AT THE MEETING AND WHICH IS NOT INCLUDED IN THE S 
Hey REGISTER OF INTERESTS. [Members are reminded that they are required to leave 
the meeting during the discussion and voting on matters in which they have a disclosable 
pecuniary interest, whether or not the interest is entered in the register of members’ 
interests maintained by the Monitoring Officer] 

 

 There was one declaration made by Cllr F Purell who declared an interest in Minute 68/2026 
(a) -26/01317/OUT- Outline application for proposed residential development together with 
commercial, community and retail uses (to include access) at Proposed development Land 
to the west of Newtown, Baschurch, Shrewsbury, Shropshire.   
 

62/2026 APOLOGIES – Cllr S Hey  
 
63/2026 POLICE REPORT- The Clerk stated she had sent out a newsletter from West Mercia 

relating to the Baschurch area.   
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64/2026 COMMUNITY REPORT & PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 
 
  Kelly Brookes attended the meeting at the request of the Parish Council to discuss the fun 

day she had planned to take place on the football field next to the Baschurch Village Hall on  
  11th July 2026. She stated there would be live music provided by the Corbet School and a fun 

fair. Giant inflatables and several small stalls. She was expecting approx. 400 persons to 
attend. The Police and Fire Tender would be in attendance and Kelly herself was providing 
risk assessments for the event. Insurance Certificates and Public Liability certificates were 
to be produced by fun fair and others. She was ensuring there would be qualified first aiders 
on site. She also had volunteers from PGL at the event. The village hall would be open during 
the event. Parking was being looked into. Councillor M Feline proposed that the Parish 
Council gave a donation towards the event.  It was agreed to pay £243.00 for Village hall 
Fees. This was seconded by Mrs Weller and agreed by all.  

 
65/2026 REPORT FROM SHROPSHIRE COUNCIL  
 

  

Cllr Jones gave the following report 
 
 

Perryfield Road Proposal 
S  

Following comments and submissions from a number of stakeholders including Baschurch 
Parish Council Prescott Patients Group, GP Partners and the ICB, not to mention over 160 
objections from members of the public, the response to the application for 155 homes off  
Perryfield Road has been robust.  
 

The key issues most likely to impact on the determination of the application are the capacity 
of the GP surgery, viability of the prosed new surgery, suitability of the location within the 
context of Baschurch, and the ongoing lack of a 5-year Housing Land Supply since the 
withdrawal of the local plan last year. 
 

Local Plan Progress 
 
At the Cabinet on Wednesday, Shropshire Council has approved the formal start of work 
on the new local plan, covering the period to around 2046.  As part of this, the Council will 
publish a Notice of Intention to Commence Plan Making” and begin an early scoping 
consultation which is the first stage in the new national plan-making process. 
 
This initial consultation (due to run over the coming months) will seek views from 
residents, parish council, businesses and other stakeholders on the key issues, priorities   
and evidence that should shape the plan. It will not include specific development sites or a 
detailed strategy at this stage, but is intended to help guide later drafts of the plan, which 
will be developed over a streamlined 30-month preparation process. 
 

Senior Leadership changes at Shropshire Council to be confirmed in May. 
 

At May’s full Council Meeting, Councillors will be asked to confirm the appointment vof 
Tanya Miles as its permanent Chief Executive.  Tanya joined the council more than 25 years 
ago as a frontal social worker and has progressed through a range of senior roles.  She has 
been serving as Interim Chief Executive since September 2025, providing continuity of 
leadership during a period of financial recovery and organisational improvement. Her 
appointment follows a formal recruitment process and is subject to Council approval.  
 
Members will also be asked to approve a revised set of Cabinet roles and responsibilities 
proposed by the Council Leader. The changes involve adjustment to existring portfolios, the 
introduction of new area of focus and updated scrutiny arrangements, intended to 
strengthen leadership on priorities such as housing, communities and financial 
improvement. These governance changes will take effect once agreed by Full Council.  
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66/2026  MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON MONDAY 13th 
APRIL2026 

  

 Cllr R Thomas proposed and Cllr Mrs C Weller seconded that the minutes of the Parish 
Council meeting held on Monday 13th April 2026 This was confirmed as a true and correct 
record and signed by the Chairman. 

    

67/2026 MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
HELD ON MONDAY 13th APRIL 2026 NOT ITEMISED ON THE AGENDA   

  

 There were none. 
 

68/2026    PLANNING 
 
8.15pm The Chairman handed over the meeting to Cllr M Feline, the Vice Chair to deal with 

planning. 
 
(a) 26/01317/OUT- Outline application for proposed residential development together with 

commercial, community and retail uses (to include access) at Proposed development Land 
to the west of Newtown, Baschurch, Shrewsbury, Shropshire.   

 
8.25pm The Chairman proposed Standing Orders be suspended Cllr N Hancock seconded the 

proposal to enable members of the public to put forward views and questions on the 
application to Councillors.  

 
8.40pm  Cllr N Bardsley proposed Standing Orders be re-instated and Cllr Mrs G Tomlins seconded 

the proposal. 
  
 Councillors then discussed the application and it was proposed by Cllr A Woodthorpe to  
 object to this outline application.  

 

 Baschurch Parish Council objects to this outline application for a mixed residential, 
commercial, community and retail development on land to the west of Newtown, 
Baschurch. The Council considers the proposal to be unsustainable, unjustified and 
harmful to the character, infrastructure and long-term wellbeing of the village. 

 
 1. Cumulative Overdevelopment of Baschurch and Adjoining Parishes 
 Baschurch has experienced a sustained and significant level of new development over the 

past decade. The cumulative impact of multiple large schemes has already placed 
considerable pressure on local services, roads, drainage systems and community facilities. 

 This proposal represents further unplanned expansion, adding to a pattern of piecemeal 
growth that is not supported by the adopted Local Plan or the emerging Local Plan. The 
scale and nature of the development would intensify the strain on a village that has already 
absorbed more than its fair share of new housing relative to its size and rural context. 

 
 2. Loss of Important Open Green Space and Harm to Village Character 
 The site currently forms a large, open green space that provides a clear rural break when 

travelling through Baschurch. Its openness contributes significantly to the village’s 
countryside feel and helps maintain the distinction between a rural settlement and a more 
urbanised environment. Its loss would fundamentally alter the experience of entering and 
moving through the village, making it feel increasingly like driving through a town rather 
than a rural community. While the developers have attempted to acknowledge this issue 
through elements of their layout and landscaping, these measures are not significant 
enough to offset the harm. 
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 3. Lack of Meaningful Community Benefit 
 Although the application references commercial, community and retail uses, the submission 

provides no clear or secured evidence that these elements will deliver genuine community 
benefit. There is no identified operator, no confirmed need, and no binding commitment to 
deliver these facilities. 

 Without firm guarantees, these components risk becoming speculative placeholders used 
to justify further residential expansion rather than meaningful assets for Baschurch. 

 
 4. Conflict with Local and National Planning Policy 
 The site is not allocated for development in SAMDev or the emerging Local Plan. The 

proposal conflicts with policies requiring development to be: 
• plan-led 
• proportionate to settlement size 
• supported by appropriate infrastructure 
• protective of rural character and landscape setting 

 The application fails to demonstrate compliance with these principles. 
 

 5. Highways, Traffic and Safety Concerns 
 The Newtown area already experiences congestion, limited visibility at junctions and 

increased traffic associated with recent developments. Additional residential and 
commercial traffic would exacerbate these issues, creating further risks for pedestrians, 
cyclists and school-age children. 

 The submitted transport information does not provide sufficient reassurance that the 
impacts can be safely or sustainably mitigated. 

 

 6. Drainage and Flood Risk 
 Baschurch has a well-documented history of surface water flooding and poor infiltration. 

Replacing permeable land with built development will increase runoff and place further 
pressure on drainage systems that are already operating at capacity. The drainage strategy 
lacks the detail required to demonstrate that flood risk will not be worsened on- or off-site. 

 
 7. Rainwater Run-Off and Watercourse Management 
 The proposed development sits within an area where rainwater run-off already causes 

localised flooding. Increasing hard surfaces will intensify this issue unless robust, fully 
modelled SuDS measures are secured. In addition, the stream running adjacent to or 
through the site requires ongoing management and maintenance. The application does 
not identify who will be responsible for long-term upkeep, clearance, or monitoring. 
Without a clear management plan, there is a significant risk of blockages, erosion, and 
downstream flooding. 

 

 8. Public Rights of Way and Footpath Connectivity 
 The footpath at Nobold and the existing Public Right of Way (PROW) across or 

adjoining the site are important pedestrian routes used daily by residents. 
 The Parish Council emphasises that: 

• the Public Right of Way must remain in place 
• its rural character must be preserved, and 
• any diversions or alterations must not reduce safety, accessibility or amenity 
value 

. The current plans do not provide sufficient clarity or protection for these routes. 
 

 9. Traffic Around the Proposed Retail Unit 
 The introduction of a retail unit will generate additional short-stay traffic, delivery 

vehicles, turning movements and parking demand. The application does not adequately 
assess: 
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• safe access and egress 
• delivery vehicle routing 
• parking overspill 
• pedestrian conflict points 

 Without a detailed and credible retail-traffic assessment, the Parish Council cannot 
support this element of the proposal. 

  
  

 10. Safe Travel to School 
 There is no safe crossing point over the Shrewsbury Road, despite it being a key route for 

children walking or cycling to school. Additional housing will increase the number of pupils 
travelling along this corridor. 

 The absence of a controlled crossing or safe pedestrian infrastructure represents a 
significant safety concern that has not been addressed. 

  
 11. Potential for a Multi-Use Sports Facility (S106 Opportunity) 
 If the applicant is seeking to demonstrate community benefit, the Parish Council notes that 

a multi-use sports facility would provide a genuine and much-needed asset for Baschurch.  
 

 Such a facility could be secured through a Section 106 agreement, ensuring delivery and 
long-term community value. 

 However, no such commitment has been offered, and therefore the application currently 
fails to demonstrate meaningful benefit. 

 

 Conclusion 
 Baschurch Parish Council concludes that this application represents unnecessary and 

unjustified expansion, contributes to the collective overdevelopment of the village, and 
results in the loss of a significant open green space that is integral to Baschurch’s rural 
character. 

 The proposal offers no significant or secured community benefit, fails to address key 
issues relating to drainage, rights of way, school safety and retail-related traffic, and 
conflicts with both local and national planning policy. 

 For these reasons, Baschurch Parish Council formally objects to planning application and 
urges Shropshire Council to refuse permission. This was seconded by Cllr Mrs G Tomlins 
and agreed by all.  Shropshire Council to be informed. 

 
 

Planning Permission Withdrawn 
 

  
         26/00177/FUL-Proposed Agricultural storage shed at Canal Cottage, Penyrush, Weston  
         Lullingfields, Shrewsbury, Shropshire. 
 

Planning Permission – Granted 
 

26/00941/FUL- Installation of a photovoltaic array on existing south facing roof valley at All Saints 
Church, Church Road, Baschurch, Shropshire  
 
25/03430/FUL-   Erection of 25. dwellings with associated access, public open space and 
landscaping (2 Phases) at Land off All Saints Way Prescott, Baschurch, Shropshire  

 

26/00716/PIP-   Permission in Principle for the erection of up to three dwellings at 
Proposed Residential Development Land to the North Of, Weston Lullingfields, 
Shropshire. 
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25/02593/FUL- Erection of an essential rural worker dwelling including amenity space at  
land north of Merrington,  Bomere Heath, Shropshire. 

 
26/01073/FUL- Proposed rear and side extensions. Proposed raising of first floor roof. 
Proposed photovoltaic panels. Proposed replacement external doors and windows 
throughout. (Amendment to 25/04589/FUL at Avon House, Weston Lullingfields, 
Shrewsbury, Shropshire 
 

 
69/2026     HIGHWAYS AND STREET LIGHTING 

 

a) Temporary Road Closure. B4397 Baschurch to Marton Road between Thursday 30th April 

to Friday 15th May 2026 between 9.30am to 4pm for surface dressings and white linings. 
 

b) Temporary Road Closure. B4397 Station Road, Baschurch between 9.30am- 4.00pm 
           Monday to Friday from Monday 17th August until Friday 28th August 2026 for Capital  
                     re-surfacing scheme. 
 

c) Shropshire Council -Street Naming Case No 26/07047 NEWDEV-Proposed Street 

Name for 25 new dwellings, 2 new streets at Development site field east of Prescott  

Fields, Baschurch, Shrewsbury, Shropshire. 

 
          Councillors discussed names to put forward and decided to once again ask for Dyas Lane. 
 It was also agreed that a name off the war memorial was also to be put forward.   
     
70/2026      CEMETERY 
 

 Cllr J H Lloyd stated that the work in the cemetery was going to be carried out during the 
month of June and he was going to oversee the work and the sign would be put up after. 

 

71/2026 BADGERS WAY PLAY /WHEATLANDS PLAY AREA 
   
 The Clerk stated there was no update. 
 

72/2026 ANY COUNCILLORS REPORTS 
    

 There were no new reports at this time.  
 
73/2026 TO DISCUSSING UPDATING THE WEB SITE 
    

Cllr M Feline had distributed literature for Councillors to consider. It was agreed that Cllr 
M Feline look into costing a new website and e mail and also look into purchasing an up-
to-date projector and screen. Councillors agreed to leave the website we are with at this 
time once we have set up new site. It was proposed by Cllr A Woodthorpe to put £3000.00 
aside to pay for this upgrade. Cllr J H Lloyd seconded the proposal and all were in 
agreement.  

 
74/2026 NEIGHBOURHOOD GOVERNANCE PACK 
 
 It was agreed for the Chair and Vice Chair to look into this further and report back to the 

Parish Council. 
75/2026 FINANCES  
 

BACS Payments for Approval – The following payments totalling £4,452.59 (which 
includes VAT) were to be paid over the month of May These were proposed by Cllr Mrs 
W Lowdon and seconded by Cllr J H Lloyd and agreed by all. 
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  Resolved:  Payment of the BACS were approved. 
 
 b)      Other items of expenditure for consideration -  
  

   
  Friends of Baschurch Primary School 
  

A request had been received from Miranda Munro on behalf of the above group if it was 
possible to hold the primary school’s colour run on the football field next to the Village Hall 
on Thursday 18th June 2026, after 4.00pm. The event had been held there last year and had 
been a success.  Councillors agreed for the school to hold, the event as last year. 
Cllr R Thomas proposed the Parish Council donated £500.090 to the event. This was 
seconded by Cllr J H Lloyd and agreed by all. 

 
  

  c)    Policies & Procedures 
 

  Financial Risk Assessment 2025/26 
  

The Clerk discussed the Financial Risk Assessment with Councillors and also the Annual 
Governance Statement for End of Year Accounts 2025/26. The Risk Assessment was 
proposed by Cllr N Hancocks and seconded by Cllr Mrs W Lowdon and agreed by all 
present. 

 
56/2026  CORRESPONDENCE 
 

  Boreatton Park 
An e mail had been received from Ali Duffy informing Councillors of the movements of 
coaches in near future.  

 

All other correspondence had been dealt with under their items 
 

57/2026  DATE OF NEXT MEETING  
  
 There were no items of other business and the meeting closed at 9.25pm. The next Parish 

Council Meeting will be held on Monday 1st June 2026 at Baschurch Village Hall. 
     
 
  Signed………………………………………………………………                                                                                               
                                                                                       Dated 1st June 2026 

BACS209 P Birch Contracting Ltd (General Maintenance) 1320.50 
BASC209 P. Birch Contracting Ltd (Cemetery) 347.86 

BACS210 A Howls Salary-March 1584.40 
BACS211 Inland Revenue -March 660.55 
BACS212 PG Skips 55.24 
BACS213 R Parry Playground Inspections   96.00 
BACS214 Highline Electrical 286.04 
BACS215 Baschurch V Hall -Meeting   5/3/2026 50.00  
BACS216 Information Commissioner 52.00 


