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MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL
MEETING HELD ON MONDAY 3rd NOVEMBER 2025  
AT BASCHURCH VILLAGE HALL
				
	Present:    Councillors	A Woodthorpe (Chairman)	
		M Feline	
		Mrs G Tomlins
		Mrs W Lowdon		R Jones
	S Hey
	N Hancock
		  N Bardsley
	F Purell								

	Mrs A Howls Clerk.							Cllr R Jones Shropshire Council

		One member of the public 
	
The Parish Council Meeting commenced at 7.30pm 

161/2025	Apologies – Cllrs R Thomas, Mrs A P R Budgen & J H Lloyd

162/2025	DECLARATION OF ANY DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY INTEREST IN A MATTER TO BE DISCUSSED AT THE MEETING AND WHICH IS NOT INCLUDED IN THE REGISTER OF INTERESTS. [Members are reminded that they are required to leave the meeting during the discussion and voting on matters in which they have a disclosable pecuniary interest, whether or not the interest is entered in the register of members’ interests maintained by the Monitoring Officer]

There were no declarations made.


163/2025	COMMUNITY REPORT & PUBLIC QUESTION TIME

	There was no questions or reports.

164/2025	REPORT FROM SHROPSHIRE COUNCIL 

	        Cllr Jones gave the following report: 

Ruyton Road TRO

We are still waiting for the Traffic Regulation Order, in order to reduce the speed limit from 40 to 30mph along Ruyton Road. The Parish Chair and I have both pursued officers regarding this matter which remains my highest priority at the moment.

I received the following update on October 17th: “please note that as the works are being
undertaken directly by Shropshire Council staff rather than our designers at WSP, all tasks are being scheduled around my other professional duties and commitments. I have ensured that the traffic manager is informed regarding the Traffic Regulation Order, which is due to be advertised next Thursday.”

In addition to that, I have had a meeting with the portfolio holder for Planning. The process of designing and advertising the TRO is subject to continuing delays. I have made clear my
concerns that further delays continue to put public safety at risk and the work needs to be
carried out urgently. These delays are the result of overstretched staff.
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Marton Road

Works is due to have commenced today (Monday 3rd November) on the repair of the landslip on Marton Road. The nature of the works mean it is unsafe to keep the road open, it is, therefore, closed to all but access for residents. Although the closure of the road is going to be disruptive, I am sure that we can all welcome the news that the two-and-a-half-year-old traffic lights on the site will soon be gone.

Baschurch Station

I have had a number of meetings over the last month relating to railways and in particular the proposed Parkway Station to the east of Shrewsbury. Whilst the scale and nature of that project is different to Baschurch, there are some similar issues which being encountered with the Strategic Outline Case which could inform a similar proposal for Baschurch. I will attend a cabinet workshop session on the Local Transport Plan (LTP4) to refine and progress the plan towards its next stages in 2026.

Canvassing Feedback

Whilst engaging in regular canvasing sessions this month in Baschurch together with Helen
Morgan MP, a number of issues were raised by local residents. These include:
1. Traffic and speed concerns – residents have asked for speed limits to be reduced throughout the village;
2. Streetlights at Prescott Road mini-roundabout;
3. Lack of a footpath along Nobold;
4. Concerns about development and impact on local services

Shropshire Council Financial Situation

Following the declaration of a financial emergency by cabinet in September and recommendations from the Corporate Peer Challenge, a ‘deep dive’ audit has been conducted into the Council’s finances in order to establish our actuals – how much money the Council has spent to date, this year. This differs from the ordinary monthly and quarterly reporting on the finances which produces projections for the end of the year.

The position revealed is significantly worse than previous estimates had indicated. In order to avoid an immediate Section 114 notice being issued, the leader and the interim chief executive have requested urgent in-year funding of £64m from the government, as well as additional assistance from the Local Government Association.

If this funding is granted, it will allow us not only to address the overspend in the current
budget, but also to invest into areas of the Council which have been subject to cuts, redundancies and downsizing which have critically undermined the Council’s sustainability, revenue, and ultimately the ability to deliver core services and responsibilities efficiently.

Our objective is to do what the previous administration consistently failed to do: to stabilise
the Council’s finances, protect and enhance revenue, and to continue to seek improved funding settlements from the government that take account of our reality as a large sparsely populated rural area.
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165/2025 	MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON MONDAY 6th OCTOBER 2025
	
[bookmark: _Hlk203307515]	Cllr M Feline and Cllr F Purell   seconded that the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Monday 6th October 2025 	This was confirmed as a true and correct record and signed by the Chairman.

166/2025	MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON MONDAY 6th OCTOBER 2025 NOT ITEMISED ON THE AGENDA  
	
	There were none.
[bookmark: _Hlk191389465][bookmark: _Hlk163119589]
8.15pm	The Chairman handed over the meeting to Cllr M Feline, the Vice Chair to deal with planning.

167/2025	PLANNING RECEIVED 
 
a) [bookmark: _Hlk192515391][bookmark: _Hlk199821945]25/03906/PMBPA- Application for prior approval under Part 3 Class Q of the Town &Country Planning (General Permitted Development) (England) Order 2015 for the change of use from agricultural to form one residential unit at The Oaks, 11 Petton Lane, Weston Lullingfields, Shrewsbury, Shropshire.

Cllr M Feline outlined the application to Councillors and proposed to support the application as below:


Baschurch Parish Council has reviewed the application for prior approval under Part 3, Class Q of the Town & Country Planning (General Permitted Development) (England) Order 2015, proposing the change of use from agricultural to residential to form one dwelling.
The Parish Council acknowledges the applicant’s right to pursue conversion under permitted development, subject to compliance with the relevant criteria. However, we wish to raise the following points for consideration:
1. Suitability of Location
The proposed site lies outside the defined development boundary for Baschurch and is in open countryside. While Class Q allows for residential conversion, the Council is concerned that the location may not be well-related to existing settlements or services, potentially resulting in unsustainable development.
1. Access and Highways Impact
The Council requests confirmation that the access arrangements are safe and suitable for residential use, particularly if the existing agricultural access is narrow, poorly surfaced, or lacks visibility splays. Any intensification of use should be carefully assessed.
1. Structural Integrity and Design
It is essential that the building is structurally sound and capable of conversion without significant rebuilding. The Parish Council would welcome assurance from the planning authority that the proposal meets this requirement and that the resulting dwelling will be of appropriate design quality.
1. Impact on Landscape and Character
The Parish Council is mindful of the need to preserve the rural character of the parish. Any residential conversion should be sympathetic to the surrounding landscape and avoid suburbanisation of the countryside.
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1. Drainage and Services
The Parish Council seeks confirmation that adequate foul and surface water drainage arrangements are in place, and that the site can be serviced without adverse impact on local infrastructure.
In conclusion, while the Parish Council does not object in principle to the conversion of redundant agricultural buildings, it urges the planning authority to ensure that all Class Q criteria are robustly assessed and that the proposal does not conflict with the aims of sustainable rural development.
[bookmark: _Hlk211523961][bookmark: _Hlk195635286]This was seconded by Cllr N Bardsley and agreed by all. Shropshire Council informed.
[bookmark: _Hlk203312543]
[bookmark: _Hlk207721543]25/03565/PIP- Permission in principle for the development of three affordable dwellings and three open market dwellings at - Proposed Residential development Land East of Broad View, Old Woods, Bomere Heath, Shropshire.

Cllr M Feline outlined the application to Councillors and proposed to object to the application as below:

Baschurch Parish Council has reviewed the application, which seeks permission in principle for a mixed-tenure residential development comprising three affordable and three open market dwellings.

Baschurch Parish Council objects to the proposal on the grounds that the application lacks sufficient detail to enable a proper assessment of its suitability. Without clear information on key matters such as site layout, access arrangements, drainage strategy, design approach, and the potential impact on local infrastructure and the character of the area, Baschurch Parish Council considers the proposal to be premature and potentially inappropriate.

In the absence of this critical information, Baschurch Parish Council is unable to support the application and is concerned that the development may not align with local needs or planning policy. Baschurch Parish Council urges the applicant to engage meaningfully with the community and relevant consultees to address these concerns and ensure that any future submission is fully informed and locally appropriate.
Baschurch Parish Council will review any subsequent technical details application in due course and provide further comment as necessary.

[bookmark: _Hlk211524375]This was seconded by Cllr A Woodthorpe and agreed by all. Shropshire Council informed
[bookmark: _Hlk210069439]
Planning Permission Granted

· 25/03131/OUT- Outline application (all matters reserved) for the erection of a dwelling North of Anfield, Weston Lullingfields, Shropshire.
· 25/03323/FUL- Improved vehicular access at The Piggery north of B4397 at Buildings Bank, Baschurch, Shrewsbury, Shropshire.

Any planning applications received since 27th October 2025 or any other planning 
Issues.

There was none.	

9.25pm	The Vice Chairman handed back the meeting to the Chairman 

[bookmark: _Hlk203313588]
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168/2025    	HIGHWAYS AND STREET LIGHTING

· [bookmark: _Hlk189400022][bookmark: _Hlk189399829]Temporary Road Closure-B5067 Newtown, Baschurch on Sunday 8th February 2026 for repair and replace defective frame and cover by Severn Trent Water.

[bookmark: _Hlk203313657]169/2025    PGL -BOREATTON PARK

	A report had been received from Ali Duffy at Boreatton Park which detailed the coach movements for November.

170/2025    CEMETERY

	The Cemetery car park shrub area had been cleared and had been re-seeded. 

171/2025	BADGERS WAY PLAY /WHEATLANDS PLAY AREA
	 
	The Wheatlands Playground had been discussed at the Finance & General meeting and there was a found to be a need for a single gate to be fitted next to the large farm gate which leads onto Dyers Lane. Cllr J H Lloyd would look into a quote for this.
	
172/2025	ANY COUNCILLORS REPORTS
   
	Cllr M Feline was still sorting out the Village Christmas Tree for the Village Green There was to be some underground ducting to be put in place this week. He had purchased the lights for the tree and there would be an event on the Village Green on Friday 21st November when the Christmas lights would be lit. Several groups in the village would be in attendance. The event will start at 5.30pm and lights on at 6.30pm. This will be advertised on Facebook.
 

173/2025	NEIGHBOURHOOD PLANNING

	Cllr N Bardsley stated that the next Baschurch Neighbourhood group would take place on Monday 17th November 2025 at Weston Lullingfields Village Hall at 7.30pm.  The questionnaire had now gone to print and would be circulated to residents in near future mostly inside the Baschurch Newsletter.
[bookmark: _Hlk210127303]
174/2025	FINANCES 

(a) Bacs Payments for Approval – The following payments totalling £5146.76 (which includes VAT) were to be paid over the month of October. These were proposed by Cllr N Hancocks and seconded by Cllr M Feline and agreed by all.
6
	[bookmark: _Hlk189497142]BACS148
	P Birch Contracting Ltd (General Maintenance)
	1320.50

	BASC148
	P. Birch Contracting Ltd (Cemetery)
	347.86

	BACS148
	P Birch Contracting Ltd Remove Fence in Cemetery
	250,00

	BAC 149
	A Howls Salary -October
	1584.40

	BACS150
	Inland Revenue - October
	660.55

	BACS151
	PG Skips
	69.05

	BACS152
	R Parry Playground Inspections  
	96.00

	BACS153
	N H Planning -Weston V Hall 14/10/2025
	26.25

	BACS154
	Scottish Power
	450.61

	BACS148
	P Birch Contracting Ltd Grass laid in Cemetery Car Park
	685.00















			72

	Resolved:  Payment of the BACS were approved.

  b)     	Other items of expenditure for consideration - 
	
		There was none

175/2025	 CORRESPONDENCE

	All correspondence received was dealt with under respective agenda items.

176/2025 	DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
	
	There were no items of other business and the meeting closed at 10.05pm The next Parish Council Meeting will be held on Monday 1st December 2025 at Weston Lullingfields Village Hall.
		
				

		Signed………………………………………………………………                                                                                              
                                                                                       Dated 1st December 2025
                 Baschurch Parish Council                                                          2nd November 2025
