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MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL 
MEETING HELD ON MONDAY 2nd SEPTEMBER 2024   

AT BASCHURCH  VILLAGE HALL 
    
 Present:    Councillors A Woodthorpe (Chair)    
  Mrs A P R Budgen 
  Mrs G Tomlins  

 J H Lloyd 
 M Feline  
 D Sharpe   
 N Hancocks 
 R Thomas 
 Mrs C Weller 
 S Hey 
 R Jones 
 Cllr N Bardsley Shropshire Council      
 Mrs A Howls Clerk.      
  

  Two members of the public 
  

The Parish Council Meeting commenced at 7.30pm  
 
117/2024 Apologies – Cllr Mrs W Lowdon 
 

118/2024 DECLARATION OF ANY DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY INTEREST IN A MATTER 
TO BE DISCUSSED AT THE MEETING AND WHICH IS NOT INCLUDED IN THE 
REGISTER OF INTERESTS. [Members are reminded that they are required to leave the 
meeting during the discussion and voting on matters in which they have a disclosable 
pecuniary interest, whether or not the interest is entered in the register of members’ 
interests maintained by the Monitoring Officer] 

 

  Cllr M Feline declared an interest in item 123/2024 (a) Planning application 24/02998/FUL- 
Enclose open sided storage area to create new office space at Church Road, Garage, Ltd, 
Church Road, Baschurch, Shrewsbury, Shropshire.  

 
 

119/2024 COMMUNITY REPORT & PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 
 

Porch Pantry- The Treasurer of All Saints Church Baschurch attended and requested 
consideration to be given to a donation to be made towards Porch Pantry. After much 
discussion by Councillors it was agreed to give a donation of £500.00 and to review the 
situation with their finances in November As Christmas would be near and there was a 
possibility that further funding would be needed. 

 

120/2024 REPORT FROM SHROPSHIRE COUNCIL 
 

Councillor Nick Bardsley then gave the following report: 
   
 Baschurch Railway Station proposals  
 

 The Chair and I had a short session with SC Officers on July 19th, so that we could explain 
the background to SLC Rail ‘s request to talk directly to officers responsible for bus service 
operations in Shropshire and emphasise how important the station project is.  I believe it 
was an effective briefing session.  Your Chair had also rekindled the relationship with 
Walford College. 

 
 
 



                 Baschurch Parish Council                                                           2nd September 2024                                                  

120/24 (Cont’d) 
 
I believe we now have in place all the local contacts requested by SLC Rail and can make 
progress.  

  

 New Medical Centre: Prescott Surgery  
 The Parish Council and I have been trying very hard, over many years to get some 

momentum into discussions - with only limited success.  
 

 A formal request from the Clerk seeking a copy or access to the Primary Care Network 
Estates Strategy has not, to date, been effective. 

 
 At the request of the Chair of the Surgery Patient Group your Chair and I are meeting the 

Practice manager again on September 13th   
 
 Planning/Highways  
 No communication, I regret to report, from Council officers over a number of issues of 

importance to the Parish Council:  
 
  - adoption of Perryfield Road  
  - Construction of passing place on lane from Weston Lullingfields to Cockshutt  
  

 A draft TRO relating to speed limits along Ruyton Road was anticipated in time for you to 
consider ahead of your July 1st meeting. This was not produced and in its place we received 
a proposal for a much more limited TRO which would meet few of the Parish Council’s (and 
my) concerns. Both your Chair and I have written to Mark Wootton since July meeting in 
an attempt to make progress.  

  
We are meeting him on site later this week on Thursday morning of September 5th 

. 
 

 Revisions to the National Planning Policy Framework 
  
 The new Government has begun consultations on significant changes to the NPPF which 

are likely to result in a requirement for a large additional requirement or house building in 
Shropshire.  SC officers will report to cabinet on September 11th. 
  
It might be helpful for the Parish Council’s response to the consultation (which closes on 
September 24th) to be prepared with the benefit of the Cabinet report.  This should be 
available next week. 
Might this be possible? 
 

121/2024  MINUTES OF THE  PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON MONDAY 1st JULY 
2024 

  

 Cllr J H Lloyd proposed and Cllr Mrs G Tomlins seconded that the minutes of the Parish 
Council meeting held on Monday 1st July 2024. This was confirmed as a true and correct 
record and signed by the Chairman. 

 
122/2024 MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

HELD ON MONDAY 1st JULY 2024, NOT ITEMISED ON THE AGENDA  
   

 There were none. 
 
8.30pm The Chairman handed over the meeting to Cllr M Feline, the Vice Chair to deal with 

planning. 
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123/2024 PLANNING 
  
(a)  24/02998/FUL- Enclose open sided storage area to create new office space at Church Road, 

Garage, Ltd, Church Road, Baschurch, Shrewsbury, Shropshire.  
 
   

  Councillor M Feline outlined the application to Councillors who were in agreement that 
the proposal aimed to enhance the existing facilities at Church Road Garage by converting 
underutilised open sided storage space into functional office accommodation. The 
conversion would support the operational needs. 

   
  The proposed development would bring economic benefits to the local area by supporting 

the growth of a local business.  The additional office space could allow Church Road Garage 
to expand its operations, potentially leading to the creation of new jobs in the future. The 
enclosure of the storage area to create office space is a relatively minor development with 
minimal impact on the surrounding area.  The existing use of the site as a garage will remain 
unchanged, and the proposed office space will not generate significant additional traffic, 
noise, or disturbance .Additionally, the conversion of this space is a sustainable approach, 
utilising existing structures rather than requiring new construction.  Cllr A Woodthorpe 
proposed to support the application and Cllr N Hancocks seconded the application. This 
was passed.  Shropshire Council to be informed. 

 
(b)  24/02798/TCA- Remove to ground level one group of multi stemmed Leylandi within 

Baschurch Conservation Area at Station Cottage, Station Road, Baschurch, Shrewsbury, 
Shropshire. Resolved:   Forwarded to Councillors and Shropshire Council notified of 
no objection. 

 
(c)   24/02801/TCA- Crown lift by approx. 2m and reduce side branches by 1-3m of one Beech & 

reduce height to 6m and side branches by 1-2m of one Yew within Baschurch Centre 

Conservation Area at Langford House Newtown Baschurch Shrewsbury Shropshire. Resolved:   
Forwarded to Councillors and Shropshire Council notified of no objection. 

 
(d)  24/02634/TCA- Crown reduce by 2m one maple and crown reduce by 1 m one Whitebeam 

within Baschurch Conservation Area at Brookdale, Nobold, Baschurch, Shrewsbury, 

Shropshire. Resolved:   Forwarded to Councillors and Shropshire Council notified of no 
objection. 

         
 Planning Permission Granted 

 

• 24/01923/VAR- Removal of Condition No. 11 (agricultural occupancy) attached to planning 
permission N/92/313/BA/559 outline dated 12 July 1994 at Borrowdale, Church Road, 
Baschurch, Shrewsbury, Shropshire. 

-  
        Planning Permission Refused. 
 

• 24/01365/OUT- Proposed outline application for the erection of three dwellings to include 
access and layout and the removal of modern agricultural buildings at White House Farm, 
Weston Lullingfields, Shrewsbury, Shropshire 

 
8.55pm         Cllr M Feline handed back the meeting to the Chairman.  
 
124/2024    HIGHWAYS AND STREET LIGHTING 
 

Temporary Road Closure- Road through Stanwardine, Baschurch from Monday 26th August 
2024 and Friday 4th October for mains replacement scheme by Severn Trent  
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  . 
 
124/2024 (Cont’d) 
 

Temporary Road Closure- B5067 Prescott Road, Baschurch from Monday 28th October 2024 
until Friday 1st November 2024 for various highway repairs and re surfacing. 
 
Temporary Road Closure- Station Road, Baschurch from 23.30pm on Saturday 1st March 
2025 until 9.55am on Sunday 2nd March 2025 for plain line tamper treatment by Network 
Rail Infrastructure Ltd. 
    
Temporary Road Closure- Station Road Baschurch from 22.00hrs on Sunday 20th October 
2025 until 04.00hrs on Monday 21st October 2024 for level crossing maintenance by 
Network Rail Infrastructure Ltd. 
 
Temporary Road Closure- Baschurch Remembrance Parade from 10am and 11.30am on 
Sunday 10th November 2024. Roads closed for a short duration while parade passes, 
controlled reopening when safe to do so at Eyton Lane, Newtown and Church Road 
Baschurch, Shrewsbury, Shropshire. 
 
Sign at Wheatland’s re Football Field Car Park. Complaints had been made by a local 
resident living in the Wheatland’s that the above sign was displayed at the junction of the          
Wheatland’s and Prescott Fields.  This sign relating to a car park for the Football Field car 
park had been there many years and needed to be removed as there was no car park now in 
that area.  Cllr J H Lloyd would remove the sign. The complainant was also complaining 
about cars parked illegally in the area. They were advised to contact the Police to deal with 
these matters. 
 
Badgers Way - Complaint that the two trees which were removed from near Badgers Way 
Play area have never been replaced.  Councillors discussed this and agreed not to replace 
these trees as there would be an ongoing cost for maintenance. 
 
Eyton Lane- It was reported that there were potholes outside the Primary School in Eyton 
Lane, Baschurch. Resolved: Clerk to contact Shropshire Council  
 
Cinder Path The Wheatlands- It was reported that the hedge had overgrown at this location 
and was a hazard for pedestrians. Resolved: Clerk to contact Shropshire Council  
 

 
125/2024 NEIGHBOURHOOD PLANNING 
 The Chairman stated there was a course on Neighbourhood Planning which would be held 

by Shropshire Council by zoom and attended by Cllr D Sharpe and the Clerk in October. 
 The Parish Council could then start putting together a neighbourhood plan for Baschurch 
 Parish. 
 
126/2024 PLACE PLAN UPDATE 
 A meeting is to be held with Mathew Mead, Officer from Shropshire Council to update him 

on the progress of Dr’s Surgery and the Railway Station in the near future. Details will be 
given at the next Parish Council. 

  
127/2024 ANY COUNCILLORS REPORTS 
    

 Hedges- Councillors reported hedges along Station Road and Ruyton Road needed cutting. 
Resolved: Cllr J Lloyd would look into gaining quotes for the work. 
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127/2024 (Cont’d) 
 
 Bus Shelters- The Clerk stated that the bus shelters were being cleaned out every month 

and this was an arrangement by our maintenance contractor. 
 
128/2024 CEMETERY 
  

 Cllr Mrs A P R Budgen gave a report on the Cemetery as follows: 
  
 There needed to be a sign on the gate asking people to adhere to the Cemetery rules and to 

place vases and ornaments on the headstone plinth. She felt there was a problem developing 
with people wishing to mark out a grave area, She voiced her concern as to this making 
mowing unsafe and difficult and was mentioned in the Cemetery rules. The contractor for 
the maintenance of the cemetery was in attendance but stated he did not find any problem 
with this. Councillors discussed this and decided there was no need for any change. 

 
 Plastic and silk flowers were to be removed from graves once they become unsightly. This 

as again discussed and it was agreed that once these flowers were unsightly they could be 
removed but visitors could place them on graves if it was their wishes. 

 
 There was one grave with a plaque set in the grass denoting the end of the grave. The 

discussion by Councillors took place and they decided to leave this at this time.Resolved: 
Cllr J Lloyd would speak to owner of grave.  

  
 A quote for rubbing down and oiling the benches on the half-moon had been received but 

there needed to be a price to attend to the four benches in the Cemetery. 
  
 Planting to be done of the flower beds by the Derwen College this coming term when the 

weather is appropriate and the bags will be removed from the car park. 
 
 The Clerk reported that the spoil bund had been emptied and the broken rails replaced. 
 
 There was a discussion on the shrub border and access to the Cemetery car park and the 

following had been agreed. 
  
 To get quotes for the removal of all shrubs from the left hand side of the access road into the 

car park as satisfactory maintenance was proving too difficult.  The Clerk stated she had 
received two quotes at this time and was waiting for another one to be received. This would 
be discussed at the October meeting. 

  
 To consider whether the bend should be resurfaced with tarmac to prevent the continual 

pot hole problem. In the meantime to ask a contractor to fill in the potholes. Resolved: The 
Clerk stated quotes would be sought for this. 

 
 There was still problems with goods vehicles driving into the Cemetery and causing damage 

to the surface of the driveway by means of potholes. These vehicles were dropping off goods 
to the Farm shop but coming down the wrong driveway. After some discussion it was 
agreed that Cllr J H Lloyd lock one gate into the car park which would still allow access to 
vehicles attending the Cemetery but giving no allowance for large good vehicles. 

  
 The Chairman asked Councillors during the next month to visit the Cemetery in view of the 

above report to give them a better understanding of the situation. 
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129/2024 BADGERS WAY PLAY /WHEATLANDS PLAY AREA 
 

 The Clerk reported that unfortunately the play areas had recently suffered graffiti on 
equipment. Enquiries had been made and it was found to be youngsters in the village. This 
had been reported to the Police. 

  

 Cllr J H Lloyd reported that the hedge which had been planted in front of houses backing 
on to the play area had become wild and were of mixed species which looked very 
unattractive and some unsuitable for a play area. The Clerk stated she had received a quote 
for the work. After some discussion Cllr Lloyd proposed to remove the hedge and accept the 
quote. This was seconded by Cllr M Feline and agreed by all.   

 

130/2024 FINANCES  
 

 (a)      Cheques & Bacs Payments for Approval – The following payments totalling £7,610.64 
(which includes VAT) were to be paid over the month of September. These were proposed 
by Cllr Mrs G Tomlins and seconded by Cllr J H Lloyd and agreed by all. 

 
 

   
  Resolved:  Payment of the cheques & Bacs was approved. 
 
 b)  Other items of expenditure for consideration  
      

 Hedge to be removed on Wheatland’s Play area (113/2024) refers. 
        
131/2024  CORRESPONDENCE 
 
 Correspondence had been dealt with under items. 
 
132/2024  DATE OF NEXT MEETING  
  
 There was no other business and the meeting closed at 10. 35pm.  The next regular Parish 

Council Meeting will be held on Monday 7th October 2024 at 7.30pm at Weston 
Lullingfields Village Hall.   

    
   

 Signed………………………………………………………………                                                                                               
                                                                                       Dated 7th October 2024  

3573cheq Scottish Power 333.93 
BACS 9 P. Birch Contracting Ltd (General Maintenance) 674.46 
BACS 10 P. Birch  Contracting Ltd  (Cemetery) 264.30 
BACS 11 A Howls  Salary- July 1403.60 
BACS 12 Inland Revenue-July 517.32 
BACS 13 PG Skips Ltd 62.20 
BACS 14 Scottish Power 344.91 
BACS 15 P. Birch Contracting Ltd (General Maintenance) 674.46 
BACS 16 P. Birch  Contracting Ltd  (Cemetery) 264.30 
BACS 17 A Howls  Salary- August 1403.60 
BACS 18 Inland Revenue-August 517.32 
BACS 19 PG Skips Ltd 49.76 
BACS 20 D L E Burgess  (Cemetery paint railings) 900.00 
BACS 21 A Howls Expenses March-June 2024 130.48 
BACS 22 Weston Lullingfields V Hall -  Hire of Hall October 70.00 


